Sunnyvale welcomes and strongly supports the establishment of child care facilities. This brochure explains the various codes and processes related to establishing a child care facility.
 A valid State of California child care license; and  Fire clearance with the Fire Prevention Division (see sidebar).
LARGE FAMILY CHILD CARE HOME (LFCCH)
A large family child care home provides care for 9-14 children, as determined by the State of California license. LFCCHs must be reviewed by the Planning Division before starting operations. DISTANCE REQUIREMENT: The City requires all LFCCHs be at least 300 feet apart, as measured from the property lines. A waiver from this distance requirement may be requested through a Planning Commission Use Permit.
The following items are required to operate a large family child care home:
 Planning Division Approval. Contact the on-duty Planner for application requirements.
STAFF-LEVEL REVIEW: Proposed LFCCHs that meet the distance requirement and located in a single-family home in a residential zoning district can be reviewed and approved by a Planner at the One-Stop Permit Center.
PLANNING COMMISSION USE PERMIT: Proposed LFCCHs located in a duplex, multifamily complex (i.e. apartment, townhome, or mobile home in a mobile home community) or any home in a nonresidential zoning district and requests for a waiver of the distance requirement are required to obtain a Planning Commission Use Permit; 
CHILD CARE CENTERS
There are two types of child care centers: business-sponsored and commercial. If you are considering opening a child care center, the City strongly recommends that you hire a professional architect early in your project planning stage. The building and fire codes can be complicated and difficult to understand, and a professional architect can help determine appropriate buildings and facilities for the center. Additionally, submitting professionally-prepared plans may significantly reduce your application review time. 
WHERE CHILD CARE CENTERS

BUSINESS-SPONSORED CHILD CARE CENTER
Business-sponsored child care is for the exclusive care of on-site employees' children. It must be conducted for the benefit of one business only and be located on the same site as the business. Business-sponsored child care is limited to a maximum of 30 children.
Business-sponsored child care must be at least 1,000 ft. away from another industrial property. If it is not, the owners of properties within 1,000 feet must record an agreement with the County of Santa Clara stating they will not use acutely hazardous materials. A complete list of qualifying hazardous materials is listed with the California Accidental Release Prevention Program (CalARP). www.oes.ca.gov
REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL CHILD CARE CENTERS
The following items are required to operate a child care center in Sunnyvale:
 
RESIDENTIAL ZONES include R-0, R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4 and R-5.
PERMIT TYPES
STATE LICENSING REQUIREMENTS
PLANNING DIVISION REVIEW
2. Submit for Planning review, if required. An approval for a large family child care home that does not require a public hearing can be reviewed over the counter in one day. MPPs for child care centers take at least 2 weeks to review. 3. Use Permit/Special Development Permits, which require a public hearing, usually take 6-10 weeks to process, depending on the complexity of the application. If someone challenges the decision with an appeal, the process, which requires a public hearing, usually takes an additional 6-8 weeks. 
PLANNING REVIEW APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS
BUILDING PERMIT REVIEW
4. Once your planning permit has been approved, submit for a building permit if required.
5. Building permits are reviewed between 8:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon, Monday through Friday.
6. After a building permit is issued, a building inspector will inspect the property at different stages of construction to verify compliance with permit and code requirements. 
FIRE CLEARANCE
BUSINESS LICENSE APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS
□ Application signed by the business owner. □ Fee______________
